AQA English Language - what do they need to know?
The short answer is: a lot! Whilst the students or teachers will not know which texts are being selected, the students must know the strategy for each individual question as well as being able to adapt their own writing depending on the creative writing or non-fiction stimuli. 
Revision Aids:

Alongside their class books, students have home-learning and revision booklets to work and revise from. We also work closely with York Notes to offer students a large discount on their revision guides.
All work and lessons are also uploaded by their teacher to their designated Edmodo page so students can refer back to this when needed. If they have lost or need the code again, they must speak to their teacher.
We also have a Twitter account where useful resources and ideas are shared! Please follow @CGSGEnglish for this.
Key Information: Paper 1 = 50% and Paper 2 = 50%.
	Creative fiction – Section A (Paper 1)
Question 1: List four things (4 marks)
Students have to read the extract and list four things that they learn about it.

Question 2: How does the writer use language to…? (8 marks)

Students get given an extract from the text and they have analyse the language used e.g. similes, metaphors…

Question 3: How does the writer structure the text to…? (8 marks)

Students must consider the whole text and comment on its structure e.g. chronological, cyclical, flashback…

Question 4: To what extent do you agree? (20 marks)

Students are given a statement relevant to the extract, they have to say if they agree or not and explain their opinion.
	Non-fiction – Section A (Paper 2)

Question 1: True or false (4 marks)

Students are given eight statements, four of which are true, they have to select those statements.

Question 2: Write a summary of… (8 marks)

Students must read through both of their extracts and summarise their similarities or differences.

Question 3: How does the writer use language to…? (12 marks)

Students get given an extract from the text and they have analyse the language used e.g. similes, metaphors…

Question 4: Comparison of ideas (16 marks)

Students have to compare the writer’s thoughts and feelings on a topic that is relevant in both extracts.

	Creative fiction – Section B (Paper 1)

Creative writing (40 marks)
Students are given the choice of two questions, they must only answer one.
1. A picture. Students are given an image that they have to write a description of.
2. A story. Students are given the title of a story or the first line of a story which they then have to write.
The students are marked in two different ways for this question. 24 marks are awarded for their ideas and how they organise their writing (paragraphs), they are then given 16 marks for their spelling, punctuation and grammar. Therefore this section of the exam totals 40 marks and is worth 50% of the paper. 
	Non-fiction – Section B (Paper 2)

Non-fiction writing (40 marks)
Students are given a statement that they have to respond to – the statement will always link to the topic found in the extracts from Section A. They will also be given one of five writing styles that they have to write in. It is integral that they know how to write in each of these different styles.

· Speech

· Article

· Letter

· Leaflet

· Essay

The students are marked in two different ways for this question. 24 marks are awarded for their ideas and how they organise their writing (paragraphs), they are then given 16 marks for their spelling, punctuation and grammar. Therefore this section of the exam totals 40 marks and is worth 50% of the paper.

	Speaking and Listening

As an assessed part of their GCSE students must produce a speech lasting between 3-5 minutes on a topic of their choice. They will then be asked questions by the peers in their class and their teacher. Each student must have their speech video recorded. The marks awarded for this are: Pass, Merit and Distinction. The students have to do this element in order to pass their English GCSE. 




If you need any further information please email Miss Hayes, Head of English at:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:s.holden@millfield.lancs.sch.uk" �hayes@universityofkentacademiestrust.org.uk�





Paper 2 = 60%





Emails: Head of English: � HYPERLINK "mailto:h.morton@millfield.lancs.sch.uk" �h.morton@millfield.lancs.sch.uk�  Second in English: � HYPERLINK "mailto:a.cook@millfield.lancs.sch.uk" �a.cook@millfield.lancs.sch.uk�  Third in English: � HYPERLINK "mailto:s.holden@millfield.lancs.sch.uk" �s.holden@millfield.lancs.sch.uk� 








